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benefit fraud, forced marriage, domestic servitude
such as cleaning, childcare, cooking, forced labour
in factories or agriculture, criminal activity such as
pickpocketing, begging, transporting drugs, working
on cannabis farms, selling pirated DVDs and bag
theft.. Many children are trafficked into the UK from
abroad, but children can also be trafficked from
one part of the UK to another.

Abuse and neglect of trafficked children
Trafficked children experience multiple forms of
abuse and neglect. Physi-

cal, sexual and emotional violence are often
used to control victims of trafficking. Children
are also likely to be physically and emotionally neglected

How child trafficking and modern slavery happens
Children are tricked, forced or persuaded to leave their homes. Traffickers
use grooming techniques to gain the trust of a child, family or community.
They may threaten families, but this isn’t always the case – in fact, the use of violence
and threats to recruit victims has decreased (Europol, 2011).

Traffickers may promise children education or persuade parents their child can have a better future in another place.
Sometimes families will be asked for payment towards the ‘service’ a trafficker is providing
– for example sorting out the child’s documentation prior to travel or organising transportation.
Traffickers make a profit from the money a child earns through exploitation, forced labour
or crime. Often this is explained as a way for a child to pay off a debt they or their family 'owe' to the traffickers.
Although these are methods used by traffickers, coercion, violence or threats do not need
to be proven in cases of child trafficking - a child cannot legally consent so child traffick-

ing only requires evidence of movement and exploitation.

Who trafficks children
Child trafficking is a hidden crime. So we don’t have a lot of information about who trafficks children. What we do know comes from small scale studies and our work with young people who have
been trafficked:
Child trafficking requires a network of people who recruit, transport and exploit children and young
people. Each group or individual has a different role or task. Some people in the chain might not be
directly involved in trafficking a child but play a part in other ways such as falsifying documents,
bribery, owning or renting premises or money laundering (Europol, 2011).

Sexting
How to talk to children about the risks of sexting - and what you can do to protect them
It may feel awkward, but it's important to explain to children the risks of sexting, how to
stay safe and remind them that they can talk to you if something ever makes them feel
scared or uncomfortable.
What is sexting?
Sexting is when someone shares sexual, naked or semi-naked images or videos of themselves or others, or sends sexually explicit messages. They can be sent using mobiles,
tablets, smartphones, laptops - any device that allows you to share media and messages.
Sexting may also be called: trading nudes, dirties orpic for pic.

